
GACC Minutes Wednesday April 6th – Sweet Library

Dave VanLangeveld conducted the meeting.

Jaynie Brown took Minutes

Scouts came from the Avenues – and were welcomed

FAMILIES: All families in the Avenues should have received a Strengthening Families DVD from MADD and the Salt Lake City Mayor’s Coalition.  If you didn’t get a DVD call the Mayor’s Coalition at 535-7936.  Please watch the 10 entertaining lessons and take the survey at the end of May.  Go to www.maddUtah.org after May 1st to take the survey. You can sign up for a drawing for great prizes. They will be awarded at a fun Family Celebration at the Gallivan Center June 10th from 5:30-11:00 pm.  Drawing for prizes will be at 7:45 – right before the movie. 

GLASS RECYCLING spots close to the Avenues: (Look for the Blue Cans with the Bright Yellow Lids.)

Popperton Park

1350 E. 11th Avenue

Fresh Market 2nd South

370 East 200 South

Trolley Square

Overflow parking lot, south side of 600 South

650 East 600 South

SLC Facilities Division Parking Lot

248 East 600 South

Liberty Park

600 East 900 South

SW quadrant of Park, in Tracy Aviary Lot

For more information, visit www.slcgreen.com

POLICE REPORT:  Increase in car prowls – but down 14% from last year. Keep things out of site in your cars.

They have had problems with bikers in open space in Capitol Hill areas – they made their own jumps and destroyed vegetation in the area.  New signs are being put up outlawing those activities and re-vegetation will be taking place in those areas. 

FIRE: Capt. James from the Fire Dept spoke.  He will attend GACC each month to hand out important info with Safety Message for each month.  This month was “Preparing for Emergencies.”
JAPAN FESTIVAL – April 30th at 100 S. and between 200 – 300 West .  There will be 2 stages with local entertainers and also performers from Japan.  Like our Street Fair. 

STREET FAIR Date Sept 10th - Looking at locations on 2nd Ave and 4th Ave, and South Temple.

Chair Mark Molen - We need a lot of help with the Street Fair.  Call 801-257-0244 to volunteer.

Need lots of help with the Raffle.  We had most # of prizes, with each booth contributing, and that gave us $1200 profit to the bottom line.  But lots of people didn’t know there was a raffle going on and so didn’t buy tickets.  We would like to have scouts or service groups who would wear sign-boards and work the crowds selling the tickets.  If you have any interest please call us.  Next Street Fair meeting is Saturday April 9th at 9:00 am in the Pugh Board Room of the LDS Hospital.  

CLEAN-UP - Phil Carroll: Two neighborhood clean-up projects this year: 

Memory Grove clean up:  2nd Sat of May -  May 14 – 8:00 am until 11:00 with lunch provided by LDS Hospital. 

April 30th is also a work project on the trail to Ensign Peak. Comcast is providing lunch for us for that one. 

MAYOR’S OFFICE: Joyce Valdez - from the Mayor’s Office:  Liberty Senior Center would be happy to serve Ave. residents as well. They are having a County-wide Senior Fair May 26th from 8 – 12:30. For more info go to: www.libertyseniorcenter.com for details.  Lunch is served daily. Cost $2,50 – very good.  There are wonderful Painting classes, computer classes, exercise classes, etc.  

Mayor Becker – Community Open Door April 29th – 4:00 6:00 pm – take appointments on April 11th.  Call 535-7704 if you want to get on the schedule to share ideas or concerns. 

HELPING JAPAN: In Japan, with the disaster, SLC is responding to assist our “sister city” and anyone who would like to contribute can do so at Wells Fargo Bank. 

Neighborhood clean ups begin in these weeks. 

July 4th – So. Temple to 5th Ave

July 11th -  5th Ave – 13th Ave

July 18th – Above 13th Ave

Problem with fraternities causing trouble in Federal Heights neighborhood – the city is addressing that and the Fire Marshall is now getting involved.

Judge Valdez received a beautiful award from the University of Utah last night. 

LEGISLATURE: Gramma Laws - Working Group has been set up.  You can comment on that.

Ben McAdams MOST prolific Democratic Bill passer –  He sponsored several laws dealing with Financial investment fraud – very high in Utah (FBI reported $1.4 billion dollars in fraud in Utah.)

Need to crack down on fraud in Utah. Predatory investment scams – all the bills he sponsored passed. 

Avenues liquor store: Your emails have snowballed that into some changes. Positive developments.  We’re asking the Dept to find cuts that don’t involve stores. Springville and some others that don’t make a profit might be okay to be cut; but keep the profitable ones like the Avenues store.  The DABC needs to also take cuts in other areas. Sometimes they put up stores in neighborhoods where the neighbors don’t want them. Speaker of the House wants to keep the liquor store in her neighborhood.

LIBRARY: Lots of great events coming up.  New classes: PowerPoint class will be in Sweet Library on April 21 @ 2-6 pm. This Saturday they will have a live bird and people from Tracy Aviary.  Dance classes start again.  Lots of different styles.  Next week Tuesday April 12 @ 7:00 pm - Swing Dancing class.  Please try out our new website: www.slcpl.org.  If you want to donate books, call the main library and they will help come out to your car and help you take your used books inside. 

Next week:  Food For Fines.  For each can or box you bring in we take $1 off your fine. No limit. 

FEDERAL HEIGHTS COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION:  We had elections; Beth Arnett is the new President. At our last meeting the  Earthquake Lady came and 100 people attended.  We have organized 3 CERT Classes – Beverly Nelson heading that up.  Contact info in the Fed. Heights newsletter. 

Home Protection:– Didn’t show up.

POPPERTON PARK ART: Roni Thomas Director of the City Arts Council: Public Art Program.  All the districts in the City need to have some art.  The Avenues is one of the districts that has the fewest art projects in the City. They selected Popperton Park to receive a statue – a “Call to Artists” with the budget of $50,000 asking for RFPs will appear soon.  It won’t be set up where they play soccer or play catch.  We don’t tell the artist what to do; the artists tell us what they would like to do.  We will look at all the proposals, and send the recommendation to the Mayor. The Avenues GACC will send one person on the committee to help decide. This is limited to Utah artists. Call will go out the end of May.  It will be about a year before it is installed. Comment: We prefer it to be on the far west side away from the soccer fields.  

Response: People from the Parks and Engineering div. will help with choosing the site.  

AIR POLLUTION: Prof. Geoff Silcox – U of U Dept of Chemical Engineering – Decided to be part of an inversion study with a Service Learning component through the Bennion Center to see if the elevation changed the # of harmful particles in the air during an inversion. The State Division of Air Quality helped students set it up and 2 instruments were loaned to us to test the air quality in the Avenues. Pumps air through filter and collects the particles. The particles they were studying were 1 micron. (a human hari is 50 microns/) They measured PM2.5 (pollution) across residential areas and into the surrounding hills during winter inversions. What particles did they study, how did they collect was explained.  Used the air collection pumps at different locations in the valley and in the upper avenues.  Somewhat fewer particles were collected in the higher avenues as the elevation went up. 

PROTECTING AVENUES FROM WILDFIRES: Fire Marshall – Martha Ellis – former Avenues resident.  We want to address Wild-Lands Urban Interface so people stay safe in case we have a wildfire that affects the Avenues.  We want to make sure residents have a say in, and prepare for an emergency in the Avenues, where they might have to have an evacuation.  When homes are built within areas where there is a lot of natural vegetation, they are part of wildlands.  We need to prepare to live here with wildfire risk.  We need to get more education to let people know what they need to do to modify things around their homes. 627 communities in Utah are defined as “at risk” for wildfire, because of where they are built.  The “at risk” areas extends 1.5 miles from wild land.  Some big windstorms that we have often cause power lines to go down and spark, which can cause fires. 

95% of homes that burn down in wildfires are caused by flying embers. Embers can fly from 2 feet to a mile and a half away from the fire and start a house fire. She presented many questions to ask yourself, one of which was: “Do you have pine trees that hang over your house.”  We need to create a Community Wildfire Protection Plan, and we need volunteers. For more info, go to www.slcfpb or www.Forestry.utah. Gov  or www.firewise.org  . The state of Colorado put out a building-codes info page to protect from wildefires.  They will put that link up on the www.slcfpb site this week.  We can become ”fire-wise.”  We need to have some volunteers to help in this planning committee.  Contact Tyre Holfeltz – 801- 538-748.  tyreholfeltz@utah.gov IF YOU WANT TO SERVE ON THE COMMITTEE.  We want to start the committee soon—by the end of next week. 

FIREWISE ACTIVITY: June 3rd at 6-9 pm at 11th Avenue Park  - learn when and how we should evacuate. 


