GACC General Meeting

January 6th, 2010

Jim Jenkin- GACC Chair

Welcomed everyone to the new year of GACC meetings.  

Detective Brian Sloan- SLC Police Department

There is an event called “Ask the Chief” next month where you can ask the police department any questions.  Crime is generally down in the avenues area.  

Joyce Valdez- Mayor's Office

Joyce and Jim have been working together on some issues already, and it appears to be a sign of good things to come.  Let everyone know that she is here to listen, and you can always call or e-mail her with any questions.  Mayor Becker wishes everyone a happy new year.  Next Tuesday will be the state of the City address, and everyone is welcome to go.  Contact the Mayor's office on the second Thursday of each month to schedule a one-on-one meeting on the third Thursday of each month.

Rebecca Chavez-Haulk/Ben McAdams- State Representatives

The general session begins at the end of the month, and you can give either Rebecca or Ben your input on any issues.  You can look at the bills at le.utah.gov.  Rebecca introduced Senator McAdams.  Ben looks forward to working with us and would also like our input.  He welcomes that fact that we can hold him accountable.  Ben was Mayor Becker's legislative liaison and has now stepped down from that since his election.  Jim Jenkin asked if there are any issues Ben is currently working on, and Ben responded that there are however he has not done adequate research to discuss the issues in the public, but soon will.

Stan Penfold- Councilman District 3

Last night was the public hearing for new councilman.  There is a bond that the city has to create a soccer court.  The bonds expire in three years, and the fund must be matched.  Stan asked for the council's input on the issue of the soccer court bond.  We can't use the money for other purposes; it can only be used for this specific purpose.  There is land that the city has that we can use, but it is not perfect; there is no other land that we can use.  The Mayor picks the site, and the City Council decides if they will release the money for the bond.  The bond requires the city to use a 7.5 million dollar match.  There are some environmental issues to consider, but it appears to be minimal.  Salt Lake County may want to become involved later on in the project.  The time line on the project will be soon, some time around February.  Stan will continue to send an e-mail newsletter as Eric did.

Alveta- Sweet Library

The remodeling project has been extended, but is being worked on swiftly.  There is new carpeting in the building, and better technology is coming in.  Alveta guarantees that our tax payer money is going to good use.

Jim Jenkin- GACC Chair

Existing Committees- Housing Compatibility, Traffic, Demonstration Garden, Avenues Community Tennis Association, Street Fair, Smith's, Federal Heights

Carlton DeTar– CERT

The coming up CERT event is about organizing neighborhoods.  It will focus on creating a plan for organizing during an event.  The map for our neighborhoods follows the LDS Church ward boundaries.  

Jim Jenkin- Liaison of SLC Community Council Network

There is an issue before the city, and the it has been a topic of interest with the issue committee as well.  This is the Mayor's Alcohol Zoning Proposal.  There are state laws that prohibit the alcohol serving in certain zones.  There are no parcels above 6th ave, but there are some areas that are within the ordinance proposal.  There are a number of policies/issues that need to be addressed.  Jim Jenkin made a motion to support the list of concerns that he presented.  Phil Carroll seconded.  The issues here are “conditional use.”  Rebecca Chavez-Haulk commented that she does not think that the language in the list of issues is not enough for for the planning commission to discuss.  Judith Locke asked that we amend the motion; concerning noise.  The amendment passed unanimously, as did the motion.

Jim Jenkin- GACC Chair

Extended an outgoing thanks to Judith Locke, the past chair.  Rocky Mountain Power in pruning trees.  They will notify you five days in advance.  It will be a 2-3 foot clearance on distribution lines, and a 1 foot clearance on pole to house lines.  There will be no private work or solicitation.  They may cut junk trees under lines at owners request.  Scott Vance, with Trees Inc. Arborist, is leading the effort; his phone number is 801-220-7381.  

-Smith's is undergoing a conversion of a Philips station at M and S. Temple.  The work is in progress and will only be modernizing the facility, not expanding.  This is just to put in a gas station because the Smith's grocery outlet does not have room for a gas pump at their other local location.

-U of U Neighborhood Forum.  This will be on January 28th at 4:30 at 540 Arapeen Drive, in the development office on the 2nd floor conference room.

-4th avenue stairs will undergo reconstruction.  Railing, lighting, and landscaping were three major issues discussed at the last meeting.  Dave will gather information on anyone willing to volunteer.  

Will Summercorn/Joel Patterson-Master Plan Update

Salt Lake City does not have one plan, but several plans with different agendas.  Many of the plans are nearly 20 years old.  The plans that were tabled need to get going.  In 1995 there was an ordinance that change things, and many things were not resolved.  Will presented a list of “On Deck” projects, the avenues being one of them.  There is not as many plans being worked on because there is not enough money to work on all the necessary projects.  It will be a while, when the budget stabilizes, until the avenue's plan is worked on.  Joel mentioned that the city is working on a city wide historic master plan.

They will additionally look at the need to be sustainable.  They are working at bringing all standards to a higher playing field.  Larry announced that there needs to be a separation of guidelines and ordinances.  Joel agreed with the statement and said that sometimes they use that as a tool.  Joel welcomed all comments that the public had.  Jim stated that there is a need to focus on what was there, what is there, and what should be there, and to keep this all simple to follow.

