GACC General Meeting, March 3rd, 2010

Members in Attendance:

Attendance: 35

Meeting Started Approximately 7:05

Jim Jenkin: Welcome announcement

Detective Bryan Sloan: SLC Police Department

Car prowls are up, but burglaries have gone down significantly.  Warned parents to watch what their kids are doing on the internet.  He also asked if everyone would e-mail or call him with any concerns of houses infringing the noise ordinance. 

SLC Fire Department

Encouraged everyone to preform “hands only” CPR, and to avoid mouth to mouth.  Announced a newsletter mentioning several events that they are hosting.

Rebecca Chavez-Haulk and Ben McAdams- State Legislature

Everyone should fill out the survey card that was sent to them, or go online and fill one out.  They do listen to what their constituents want, and move forward with what is voiced.  Rebecca is working very hard on keeping harm away from public education.  They are not excited about the tobacco tax, but it is what their constituents wants.  Sydney asked why the legislature would decide to move forward with laws that are in contradiction to federal law, and would cost money for the state just to lose in court.  The answer was given that there is no good reason.  Discussion of school districts and funding was brought about.  Ben mentioned that areas like the Jordan School District need to handle the problem on a local level because it is a local issue.

Joyce Valdez- SLC Mayor's Office

Mayor is working on obtaining public input for the SLC Public Safety complex, and on March 10th and 31st  there will be a public meetings at the SLC Public library.  Mayor Becker spoke at the white house concerning sustainability and transportation issues.  The Mayor is also working on balancing the 2010 and 2011 city's budget.  Forbes magazine named SLC the best city in the nation for commuting.  A concerned citizen of the avenues addressed that there needs to be something done to notify landlords of noise and partying.  Detective Sloan asked for continued complaints from the neighbors so that they can properly go to the landlord and address the issue as necessary.  Jim Jenkin asked everyone to follow Detective Sloan's advice and call in to the Police Department.

Stan Penfold- District 3 Councilman

The Good Landlord Ordinance is just recently being put into effect.  Landlords now must register if they rent a house.  If the tenets live in good behavior than the registering fees are low, but if there are problems than the licensing fees will be increased drastically.  The budget process must be dealt with, and a large portion of the budget, about 14 million dollars, is down.  This is partly due to the reduction in sales tax.  The state retirement programs are being reduced significantly as well.  They will first see the budget in April, when it leaves the Mayor's Office.  Salt Lake City is a lot better off than other places in the state.  Wayne Green asked what is going on with the sport/soccer field in conjunction with there being a flood plain where they are planning on placing it, and Stan commented that they are moving forward with it.  There is a proposal for giving everyone a brown can.  This would allow everyone to recycle their yard waste.  There will be more discussion on this topic later in the meeting.

Ruth Morgan- 

1st meeting for the avenues street fair will be on March 20th  at 9:00 pm at 271 C. Street.  They still need many volunteers and would like everyone to come out to it.

Dave VanLanfeld- City Creek

There is talk of putting together a friends of city creek program, as well as an adopt a stream program.  This is all to help with conserving the environment of the area.  There was additional talk about fees of using City Creek, and they will be going around to Community Councils to get public feed back.  They are also doing tests of clearing the trails of tree limbs to prevent fire.

Alvita- Sweet Library

They have completed the remodeling project for the branch, and they are now being used more than they were before.  She thanked the GACC for putting in several articles that she wrote in the newsletter.   There are many programs happening and would encourage everyone to come out to those.  She also invited everyone to join the library's groups on facebook, twitter, etc.

Debbie Lyons- Waste and Recycling Program

Salt Lake City is a great city for recycling programs.  We are the best in Utah.  We recycle about 19% of our residential waste.  It is approximately 50 years until we would fill our landfill, and we would have to get a new one or transport it further which is both very expensive.  There is a proposal that would allow for: City wide year round waste, leaves collected in yard waste containers, and collection of Christmas trees.  There would also be 20 more glass drop off sites and more neighborhood presence and education.  There will be an increase in fees, and they are looking at several options on how this will happen.   There is an online survey at slcgov.com/slcgreen, and they are looking for public opinion on what to do.

Jim Jenkin- GACC Chair

There is a new ordinance associated with the with the tax status of the GACC, and Jim will be meeting with them.  The floor was opened for open questions.  

-Rachel asked if everyone would please go online and sign the online petition for the fair boundaries initiative.  She also asked if we could send it all to our friends

-Kevin addressed the potential of low income loans for seismic remodeling of our homes.  

