Greater Avenues Community Council Meeting June 1, 2011

Sweet Library

7:00 – 8-50 PM

Conducting:  Dave Van Langeveld,  Chair  2011

Minutes:  Michael Hughes and Jill Van Langeveld

SLCPD Tony Brereton – May had 20 burglaries.  One man arrested Monday at M Street.  Suspect gave info on other suspects.  Other arrests are pending.  Most burglaries occurred during the day taking “quick grab” items:  jewelry, lap tops, expensive rugs.  If you see a white van, call police.  They were targeting vacant homes or home where owners work.  Make your home look occupied – lights, timers.  How to recover stolen goods?  Document all your property yearly:  video tape, list serial #s and photos.
SLCFD Battalion Chief McCarthy – The Paramedics at Stations #4 (11th Avenue) and the EMT’s at Station #1 (200 South 500 East) will be exchanging places.  Reasoning – more advanced life support calls happen down town and then 2 stations don’t need to respond.  Goal is to have response time to 6 minutes.  EMT’s have more medical capabilities now days.  Also a change in protocols required that EMT’s provide basic life support before Paramedics are called in.  Research Park has hazmat and basic life support.
Suggestion from floor:  All firemen should be trained as paramedics.  Cost is a problem.

Joyce Valdez, Mayor’s office – 

● She brought Central City’s Senior Center newsletter for us because they serve the Avenues Area.  
● Mayor wants us to make comments in Open City Government at slcgov.com

● What are fair fees for landlords to encourage good management?


● How to sustain city golf courses?  Up fees?  Sell some golf properties to sustain the rest?

● Civility Conference at Main Library June 6th at 6:00 PM.  WVC, Midvale SL County and SLC Mayors will host.

Stan Penfold, SLC District 3 Councilman
● City is working on budget which must be balanced by June 21st -- $700,000 short at this moment.

● They are evaluating the Good Landlord Ordinance.  Fees too high.  They want the fees to just cover  inspection and enforcement.  If landlords don’t comply then their  fees will be higher.  Second public hearing will be June 7th.  This will include fraternity and sorority  houses and boarding houses.  Questions they  still have:  How to include single family units with a mother-in-law apts. and duplexes that are non-conforming without giving them conforming status?   How can you license it if it is not legal? 
● Street Lighting will be moved out of general fund into a special assessment fee fund.
Phil Carroll Memory Grave Clean-up Chair – Thanked everyone for their support including:  the Mayor, LDS Hospital, Ensign Stake, City Workers and GACC Board and the participating council members (which is all of us who live on the Avenues and were there.)
Mark Molen, Street Fair Chairman 

●  Need more volunteers to help plan and for the Day-of.

●  Location – Second Avenue between E and I Streets and north and south on G Street

●  Cori Redstone has done the artwork that will be used for the Fair this year

●  Next committee meeting will be June 11th, 9:00 AM at the Sweet Library

Alveeda Lauscher, Branch Manager at Sweet Library 
●  June –August Library Newsltter out soon

●  Zoomaniia, the Summer reading program begins June 5th at 11:00 AM with live critters.  

●  Reading programs for toddlers/infants and teens
Rep. Rebecca Chavez-Houck and Sen. Ben McAdams
●  June interim – 2011-2012 Budget appears even
●  Veto Override on two bills.

Ben explained his override vote:  Transportation earmarked auto sales tax to transportation.  Over 12 years it will take 30% of  the growth in sales tax and put into transportation fund to replace moneys taken out of transportation fund for education in 2007 to 2009.  This will provide a cushion for future downturns because transportations projects can be delayed and funds can be borrowed for more pressing needs.

●  Redistricting – Goal:  keep communities of interest together

● What can the public do?  Contact media.  Write letters.  Remember the GRAMMA law was changed because of the public’s outcry.

John Flint, SLC Community Prepardness Coordinator 

●  Flooding – three areas of concern:  (1) City Creek at 10th West between North and South Temple Streets.  They installed a new culvert under the viaduct.  Should handle it.  (2)Red Butte Creek about 1300 East.  (3) Emigration Creek is raising the level of Sugarhouse park catch pond.  They have reinforced the edges of the road so it should not be damaged by the rising waters.  Sandbags are in place around the pond in Memory Grove.
●  CERT – check the SLCgov website.


Beverly Nelson – Avenues coordinator


Ellen Hart – NW Division coordinator


August new classes begin – minimum 20 people.  Get a group together.  GACC will reimburse your cost if you finish the course.

Martha Ellis , SLC Fire Marshall
●  No fireworks in the Avenues this season.  Restrictions are north of South Temple Street, East of  1300 East and then following 5th South round to Foothill Drive south to City limits.  They will evaluate the restrictions after the season and make adjustments as needed.

● If neighbors are setting off fireworks in Avenues, call police or fire department rather than confronting the neighbors.

● To set off fireworks in the rest of the City, there needs to be a clear area of 30 feet around the fireworks and nothing above.
●  Safety Fair – Friday June 3rd form 6:00-9:30 at Station #4 and the 11th Avenue Park.  There will be many vendors and various activities culminating in a fireworks demonstration.  This will be the only legal fireworks on the Avenues this year.

Tyre Holfeltz, State Wildland-Urban Interface Coordinator   

● Ready, Set, Go Program – to prepare us for a wildfire, protect structures, have an evacuation plan, to create a defensible area around each home, and re-entry after fire is out.  Booklet handed out.
●  State office has online helps.  Search web for info.
●  Contact Martha Ellis to be part of a planning group.  Grants are available but the planning must be done first.
●  Fires, Floods, Earthquakes – preparing  for one will help prepare for all of these emergencies.
Open Forum – 8-35 to 8:45
●  A dog drowned in City Creek on Tuesday, May 31st.  Be careful.  No dog off leash.  Watch kids, too.

●  Mosquito problem predicted.  Make sure you have no standing water in your yard.  Spray ponds.

●  City Open Space office needs to work more closely with the Wildland-Urban Interface people for defensible homes.
