
General Meeting of the Greater Avenues Community Council

Wednesday, May 6th, 2009, 7:00 p.m., Sweet Branch Library, Salt Lake City
Meeting started 7:03; approximate attendance: 47

Board members in attendance: Judith Locke, Jim Jenkin, Ann Tillson, Dylan Kaminske, Dave Jonsson, Ruth Morgan, Kat Kivett, Michael Hughes, Phil Carroll, Shane Carlson, Steve Mecham, Lon Richardson, Gwen Springmeyer.
Announcements

GACC Board meeting on Wednesday, May 13th at 7:30, Sweet Library.
GACC Housing compatibility committee Wednesday, May 20th at 7:30, Sweet Library.
Memory Grove Clean up, Saturday, May 9th, 8:00-12:00.
Reports
Police report- Detective Wahlin: Car prowls and vandalism have gone up significantly.  This is attributed partially to the better weather.  “Tomer” is a name of a graffiti that has been uprising in the area.  Effective immediately, the program that allows the inmates to clean up parts of the city has been shut down.  

Mayor’s Office- Joyce Valdez: A question that has risen to the Mayor, specifically from the avenues area concerning the street fair, about money to be charged to special events.  There has been a policy for the past sixteen years that requires the return of money for such events to the city.  Vicki Bennett from the department of sustainability and environment has information that is given on the city’s website.  This is for an effort to make a Salt Lake City a more environmentally friendly city.  

Judith Locke- GACC Chair: The city is sponsoring a backyard compost sale. Information was provided at the Sweet Library.  There was also information for how to become more environmentally friendly.  

Street Fair Committee – Ruth Morgan: They are in need of any volunteers, and meet once a month to discuss the street fair.  The Street fair is self sufficient financially, and results in a financial surplus to the GACC. 
Housing Compatibility Committee – Jim Jenkin: How do you know when something happens on your block?  Accella is a new City program that will allow citizens to see what will happen to residents that may be having construction or similar acts being done in their area.  There may also be signs posted soon at permit locations.  See the City’s webpage for access to Accella. 
SLC Traffic Advisory Board – Jim Jenkin: The City has for a long time been considering for a long time a reconstruction of the taxi system. Taxis are currently not regulated, but may soon be contracted by the City, and the companies that are currently in place are worried about what will be in the contract.  

Reservoir Park update – Jim Jenkin (standing in for Gwen Springmeyer): At Reservoir Park the old reservoir has been condemned.  The City will demolish this, and there will be meetings to discuss what to do with the space.  In July the demolition will begin.  Contact Gwen Springmeyer for questions, comments and suggestions for what should replace the old reservoir.  
Mobile Watch Neighborhood Watch – Beth Arnett: There are two teams of two people that go out Friday and Saturday night.  They see a lot of trespassing of graveyards, graffiti; the main thing that they come into contact with is car prowls.  If you see any spotlights late at night it is probably them. We need more volunteers.  
City Council - Eric Jergensen: Gave out “Clean Air” book marks, to help us remember to be more eco-friendly.  There was a rumor that on 3rd Avenue there was a house that was going beyond its legal parameters in the zone.  However the rumors were misleading, yet there are a few other issues with what is being done at that location.  Call Eric with any concerns.
School Board – Doug Nelson: Swine flu in not nearly as bad as initially thought, but this is good because schools will not have to be shut down, and children will tend to be more hygienic due to further parental supervision.  Schools are on top of security, making it harder and harder to make it essential to stop at the office first.  Taxes per dollar are not increasing, but the tax percentages increased due to the depreciation of homes.  

Utah Structural Engineers - Barry Welaver, Sara Wrinkler: The Avenues has many unreinforced masonry buildings.  Utah is an active seismic zone.  Different projects done on a home could trigger an investigation for seismic code.  Chimney’s are very dangerous; almost as if a car was falling through your roof.  Reroofing is almost the best possible time to upgrade your home to be more seismic proof. Tenants have rights for the structural safety of your rented residence.  Call the City Building Engorcement office for more info.  Gave examples of ways to seismically reinforce masonry walls. 
City Creek Fire Mitigation – Scott Williams: City Creek is the most remarkable natural landmark next to a major downtown area.  There is a need to get fire trucks to the destination during a fire. The City’s plan is that small trees will be eliminated next to the road, and major trees will remain with their limbs trimmed up to 20’.  Those opposed to the work on city creek canyon want more data on the impact on the nature of the area, and stories/data on previous fires.  Long term issues are not addressed; there is no budget in effect to keep the area “trimmed.”  They would also like to know the environmental and scenic impacts of the various alternatives for the necessary and prudent fire control.  You can send questions or comments on the issue to citycreekcanyon@gmail.com. A multi-departmental task force has been meeting, and plans have been scaled back to do a 100-foot test strip for the first year to assess impact on nature and wildlife. 
Housing Compatibility Meeting. – Gwen Springmeyer: Proposed that we send housing related comments to the committee’s attention by email to gaccchair@slc-avenues.org.  Judith Locke will forward to the housing committee. 
Open Forum:  Scott left comment cards for polls concerning City Creek Canyon fire mitigation.  The GACC will be hosting a relay for life team on June 12 at This Is The Place Park.  On June 6th the Bonneville shoreline trail committee will sponsor an event for weed pulling and a guided nature walk.  The GACC is donating funds to purchase lunch for all the volunteers. 
Meeting adjourned 8:52 p.m.
#####Minutes by Dylan Kaminske, GACC Secretary#####


