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Chair's Message for April
by Laura Cushman
Well, things have certainly changed
since my last message! I am typing
this from my dining room, which now
also functions as my home office…
and classroom for my children for
the foreseeable future. Is it convenient?
No. Am I enjoying it? Not really.
Is it the right thing to do? Absolutely.
There may be a lot of discussion out
there about how we found ourselves here, but all the
same, we are here and we are all trying to sort out what
that means during these unprecedented times.
I am not a health professional, so that is why I am
heeding their advice so I can protect myself and those
around me. I have heard many people describe current
actions as “overkill” and my response is, “well, yeah,
I think that’s the point.” The closures in place and
recommendations are not a tactic to create panic, they
are public health strategy. A strategy that is backed
by empirical data and scientists. A strategy that is only
employed when other strategies are no longer options or
effective. It appears there are no other options.
So, what do we do now? Whether you see the glass as
half empty or half full is not the question. The question is
how do we fill the cup back up?
Be proactive. Social distancing feels lonely, and it is
definitely isolating (again, that’s the point!), but it can also
build community. Being deliberate in your actions so as
to help a fellow neighbor, and thus your community, is an
action of solidarity. Here are a few ideas to start:
1- Stop buying all of the hand sanitizer and toilet paper.
By stocking up on these items, you are leaving your
neighbor defenseless, and well, in a tough spot. They can’t
protect themselves AND they are putting themselves at
greater risk every time they have to shop at a different store
for basic items like toilet paper.
2- Distance yourself from others. Until we know more and
can test more people, this is our best shot in limiting contact
and not inundating our healthcare system. Give our
healthcare workers a fighting chance. Give your friend/
neighbor/service provider the opportunity to be treated
appropriately with the best resources possible.
3- Offer to shop for a community member who is more

No GACC Community
Meeting for April.
Check our website www.slc-avenues.org for updates.

3- Offer to shop for a community member who is more
vulnerable than you are, or check with your neighbor
before you go to the grocery store in case there is anything
he/she/they might need. Digital platforms like Venmo and
Apple Pay make it so easy to take these steps and help one
another out.
4- Can’t go to restaurants? Order take out from local
businesses that are struggling to stay afloat. Many are
offering drive and walk-up options to make this safe and
easy for you.
5- Don’t forget your smartphone’s original function and
make the effort to call people. Check-in or catch-up and
remember that there is no replacement for hugs, but a
voice-to-voice conversation may be just the thing you, or
someone else needs.
6- Complete the Census ONLINE at
http://my2020census.gov (see page 3 for more details).
7- Wash your hands.
8- Be kind.
We are all in this together. See you as soon as it is safe to
gather together. Stay healthy.

Call for Artists for the
2020 Avenues Open Studios Tour
Everyone Welcome.
Date of Show September 26, 2020.
Please call Anne 801-554-9805 or
Kim 801-608-8310 for information.

Page 2

April, 2020

Community Meetings
For special accommodations contact GACC Chair Laura Cushman at
gaccchair@slc-avenues.org. Open to the public, all are welcome.

GACC Council Meeting
No GACC Community Meeting for the month of April.
GACC Board Meeting
Wednesday, April 8, 2020, at 7:00 p.m., Sweet Library.
Community Life / Resources / Free Stuff!
Sweet Branch Library, 455 F Street, 801-594-8651,
www.slcpl.org/branches/view/Corinne+and+Jack+Sweet.
At press time, the Avenues library was scheduled to be closed.
Please check the web page at https://about.slcpl.org/sweet or
call 801-594-8651.
Kids Calendar: Tuesday at 10 am-11:30 am. Playtime @ Sweet.
(Playtime for children 0 to 5 years-old and their caregivers.
2nd Tuesday is ‘Musical’ Playtime & 3rd Tuesday is Preschool
Building Zone). Tuesday April 7, 3:30pm. Kidding Around Yoga
With Sarah Bly Kidding Around Yoga combines traditional yoga
techniques with original music, games, and other activities,
guiding children and adults as they focus their minds, stretch
their bodies, and have fun.
Wednesdays at 10:30am. Book Baby Storytime.
Wednesdays at 11am. Sensory Playtime.
Wednesday at 3:30pm. Art & Maker with Clever Octopus .
Make art — and practice sustainability! Clever Octopus Creative
Resource Center provides reused, repurposed, or donated
supplies and clean, discarded materials that have been saved
from the landfill.
Thursdays at 10:30 am. Preschool Storytime.
Teen Calendar: Tues. April 7, 14 & 21 at 6pm-8pm. Dungeons
and Dragons for Beginners. An experienced D&Der will guide
you, and all the necessary materials & manuals will be provided.
Take & Make DIY Kits. Teens can now come to the library
anytime for DIY Kits!
Thurs. April 9 from 4pm-5pm. Teen Tech Thursday. Teens and
Tweens are invited to the Sweet Branch every second Thursday
for a different tech-related activity. This month’s activity will be
the library’s Digital Storytelling Kit, which can be used to create
your own podcast.
Adult Calendar: Tues. April 7, 14 & 21 at 6pm-8pm. Dungeons
and Dragons for Beginners. An experienced D&Der will guide
you, and all the necessary materials & manuals will be provided.
Art Exhibit Favorite Places: Southern Utah and Italian
Landscapes. Art by Bernard Simbari· Exhibit runs from March 7
- April 25
Monday, April 20 at 10am-8pm. Corinne and Jack Sweet
Branch 35th Anniversary Party. Happy Birthday to the Sweet
Branch! We're celebrating the 35th Anniversary of The City
Library's avenues location with coffee and treats in the morning
and cake in the afternoon. Stop by Sweet for a sweet and grab a
Take and Make bookmark craft.
The Agenda
Publisher's Statement
The monthly Greater Avenues Community Council newsletter "The Agenda"
is mailed free to all residences in the Avenues. This publication is created
to conduct the business of the Greater Avenues Community Council. Mail
correspondence to P. O. Box 1679, Salt Lake City, UT 84110. For advertising
call 801-859-5858 or email newsletter@slc-avenues.org.

Tuesday, April 28 at 7pm-8:30pm. Sweet Reads. A monthly
book club for the Avenues! Discover new books and get to know
the faces in your neighborhood. Light refreshments will be
provided at each event. This month’s book is Maisie Dobbs by
Jacqueline Winspear.
Fix-it Clinic, Sat April 25 11am-2pm. Bring in your broken or
malfunctioning items — clothing, small carpentry items, small
appliances, or small electronics. You'll work side-by-side with
experienced Repair Coaches to try to get them up and running
again! Please dress appropriately for working on your item (such
as safety glasses, gloves, closed toe shoes, work pants/shirts).
The Fix-It Clinic is held in partnership with Utah Recycling
Alliance, https://utahrecyclingalliance.org/.
Neighborhood Avenues Exercise Class!
Exercise Classes at the Federal Heights Ward Cultural Hall are
temporarily suspended due to the corona virus!
Questions? Renate Nebeker, 801-534-1443, renatenebeker@
gmail.com.
City Academy, 555 E. 200 S., www.cityacademyslc.org, Tuitionfree 7th-12th grade public charter school since 2000. Limited
spaces available, enroll now for next fall. Call 801-596-8489
for more info or a personal tour.
Service Learning Exhibition Open House April 16, 4:30-6
p.m. Please check the web site for the latest on scheduled
activities, www.cityacademyslc.org, or call 801-596-8489.

Tenth East Senior Center: 237 South 1000 East or www/slco.
org/aging-adult-services Please call or check the website for
updates about hours and activities during the "hiatus" for heath
issues.
During the closure of seniors centers, to ensure that participants
still have access to a healthy and nutritious meal, each Senior
Center will offer a drive thru pick up for the regular congregate
meal. Tenth East Senior Center will offer the drive thru meal
from 12:00-12:45 pm Monday-Friday. The drive thru will be
located on the south east side of the building. You are welcome to call 385-468-3140 to reserve a meal. If someone does
not reserve a meal, they will still receive a meal but will be
encouraged to call ahead to help us anticipate number of meals
needed. Thank you and stay healthy.
Utah Iris Society provides FREE access to its two shows for
bearded irises in May: Saturday, May 9 for the early irises
which are smaller and Saturday, May 23 for the late irises,
typically tall bearded ones. The shows are at the Sugar
House Garden Center, 1602 E 2100 S, with the doors open to
the public as soon as judging is complete, usually about
1:00pm. Great opportunity for photographers! The shows close
at 5:00. More info at: http://www.utah-iris-society.org/.

Update: The 2020 Salt Lake Marathon
has been postponed until 2021.

GACC 2020 Officers and Publisher Contacts:
Chair: Laura Cushman, gaccchair@slc-avenues.org.
Chair-elect: Dave Alderman gaccchairelect@slc-avenues.org.
Treasurer: Michael Hughes, gacctreasurer@slc-avenues.org.
Secretary: Craig Provost, gaccsecretary@slc-avenues.org.
Newsletter Editor: Martina Nesi, newsletter@slc-avenues.org.
The GACC web page is www.slc-avenues.org.
Update: The 2020 Salt Lake Marathon has been postponed
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Air Quality – Tire Pressure

by Jill Van Langeveld

You probably were already aware that improperly inflated tires could cause more wear on tires as well as decrease safety on the
road. I knew that but I had not thought about how it affects our air quality.
When your tires are properly inflated your vehicle gets better mileage, which
allows you to travel further without needing to “fill up” at either a gas station
or a charging station. Traveling farther on less fuel equals fewer hydro carbons
in the air we breathe whether from burning gas in a car engine or natural gas/
coal in an electrical generating plant. Even the electric cars have a carbon
footprint just not as big as the gasoline engine cars have. However, both have
the same carbon footprint when it comes to tires. Improperly inflated tires must
be replaced more often so more tires need to be manufactured than should be normally needed. Tires running 10 percent underinflated lose up to 16 percent of their tread life. 10% is not much; an example would be if your tires should be at 30lbs psi and they are
down to 27 lbs psi. Along with regular rotations, balancing, and alignment, maintaining the appropriate tire pressure in all four tires
will help to decrease your chances of developing bad tire wear patterns.
To find the correct tire pressure for your vehicle you can refer to your vehicle’s owner’s manual or look for the tire specification
decal on your driver-side door frame. In vehicles that were made prior to 2003, this information may be found on the glove box door,
trunk lid, or fuel filler flap. Never use the pressure indicated on the sidewall of the tire. This indicates the number required to meet the
tires full rated load carrying capacity.
For your safety, and longevity of the tires, you should be checking and maintaining the tire pressure regularly. Optimally you
should check once a week, but no less than once a month, and before any long road trip. Here are some tips for the next time you
check your tire pressure:
● You should always check and adjust your tire pressure first thing in the morning before driving on them. Cool, unused tires give the
most accurate reading. When tires are hot, it is common for there to be an increased pressure reading.
● The weather will affect your tire pressure. A typical car tire measured at 30 psi during 80-degree temperatures will register 25 psi
when the outside temperature drops to 30 degrees. When the weather changes, check your tire pressure!
● Use a quality tire pressure gauge when you check the tires. Digital and dial gauges are the most accurate, and usually cost $10 to
$20. If your vehicle has a TPMS it should alert you when you are losing air or have fallen below the recommended tire pressure. Even
with a TPMS you should keep a tire pressure gauge in your glove box. Using the same gauge each time you check your tires will help
to ensure you are getting a consistent reading every time.
● Check your owner’s manual to see if your vehicle manufacturer recommends that you increase pressures for towing, carrying heavy
loads, or extended highway travel.
						

Complete the US Census
Your ‘invitation’ to respond to the 2020 Census should
have arrived in your mailbox. This only takes a few minutes, but it’s an extremely important task. Results from
the 2020 Census will be used to:
-Direct billions of dollars in federal funds to local communities for schools, roads, and other public services;
-Help our community meet emergency readiness needs;
-Determine the number of seats each state has in the US
House of Representatives and our political representation
at all levels of government.
You are asked to go to complete the census ONLINE at
http:/my2020census.gov by April 1st. You should include
everyone living in your household – all adults, children,
and babies living or staying at your address.
If you don’t complete it by April 1st, you will be sent
reminders until eventually the Census Bureau will start
sending census workers to non responding addresses. So
go ahead and fill it out and help your community.
For more information visit https://www.2020census.
gov. For help, you can call 1-844-330-2020.
For the most updated COVID-19 information visit
SaltLakeHealth.org or CDC.gov/COVID19.
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Moving Forward . . .
The story of the 4th Avenue Well Project by the Salt Lake
City Department of Public Utilities has been long and sometimes
contentious.
We were first informed of the project when the SLCDPU came to
the GACC Meeting of July 11, 2018 to present their plan to (1) keep a
very productive and important well on line and (2) bring it up to state
codes for worker safety. On August 16th they held a public open house
so everyone could see their plan which included a 2,900 sq ft area
surrounded by a 6 foot high wrought iron fence enclosing a 998 sq. 		
ft. building for adding fluoride and
chlorine and a generator building.
Six large trees would need to be 		
removed for the project
Neighbors’ voiced concerns that
(1) this was planned for a park and
they would lose beautiful green
open space, (2) six wonderful old
trees would be removed, (3) it was
Design option 3A
too large for this small island park
space, and (4) they worried that as the City planned for the safety of
their employees they were forgetting about the safety of the residents
closest.
The SLCDUP presented their plans on March 7, 2019 to the
Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC) who had to give a certificate
of appropriateness and grant the wavers they needed to bypass zoning
rules. The HLC told the DPU that they needed to go back to the
drawing board because what they had planned was not appropriate for
a park.
On June 4, 2019, the City Council asked the SLCDPU to come
back with alternatives addressing and incorporating community
concerns such as building size,
impact, safety, and noise.
The SLCDUP did just that
and restarted the whole process
with neighborhood input. “We
understand that this is a special
area that residents feel deeply
about,” said SLCDPU Director
Laura Briefer. “We have been
working hard with residents who
Design option 3A elevations
live near the site to obtain input
and make adjustments so that we can
develop a solution that will work for everyone.” They held meetings
with neighbors and talked about what each felt had to be in the
solution. The City said that the pump could not be moved off site. The
neighbors listed their needs. Then they began to work to design
something better.
SLCDPU revised their plan downward and removed anything
from the building that wasn’t necessary. The planned 500/600 sq. ft.
building is now about the size of a 2-car garage. They eliminated the
on-site emergency generator. They can quickly bring one to the site if
needed. They eliminated fluoride and changed from liquid chlorination
to a tablet calcium hypochlorite disinfection system. It has been
designed with noise mitigation that will be less than the 50 decibels
the County required. They have been working with the Urban Forester
to limit the number of trees impacted. Hopefully only two will be lost.
During several meetings neighbors discussed many ideas
including modern vs historical designs and which materials to use.
On March 16th, 2020, SLCDPU and design firm CRSA presented their
designs to the neighbors during a virtual meeting. These included 3
basic designs, 2 variations for each design and 4 different roof styles.
The drawings included the actual not imagined trees that would be
on site. CRSA also presented the idea of creating a partial stone fence
(think Brigham Young’s garden wall) that could be on the north and
east sides of the building to conceal the electrical equipment for
security and aesthetic purposes.
Many comments and thoughts were expressed by the Canyon
Road neighbors. These designs, updated variations with other colors
and materials, and shown in different seasons, will be available to see
at the Virtual Open House on March 30, 2020, from 10 to 11 am. You
can attend this open house and make your own comments by going to
www.facebook.com/SLCGovernment/. The site will be up for about
a week after the open house.

In a situation like this, we can never have everything we wish. It
doesn’t work that way. But it is a way to get the best possible outcome
for both groups given the limitations under which we worked. Thank you
SLCDPU for listening and working with us.
What is next in the story?
● SLCDPU will submit a packet to SLC Planning and Historic
Landmarks Commission April 2020
● Historic Landmark Commission public hearing May/June 2020
● Council briefing during spring/summer 2020
● Procurement spring/summer 2020
● Construction fall/winter 2020/21.
You can see all the options that were presented at the March 16th virtual
meeting on the GACC website: SLC-Avenues.org.
by Jill Van Langeveld
See 4th Avenue Well project updates at the SLC Public Utilities website
https://www.slc.gov/utilities/fourth-avenue-well-project/.

A New Concessions Stand Is
Coming To Lindsey Gardens!
The Parks Division has started a design to replace the facility currently
located at home plate on the lower field. Last year, Avenues Baseball
submitted a constituent application to the City’s Capital Improvement
Program for a new concessions building. City Council awarded General
Fund dollars in fall 2019. Avenues Baseball is a vibrant youth baseball
league that has partnered with Public Lands to make numerous field
improvements over the last five years. This project will replace an
underperforming facility that does not meet current standards and cannot
be remodeled cost effectively. The project scope includes demolition of
the existing concessions building, design for the new building, water and
sewer connections, electricity, and food preparation equipment.
The new concessions building will be centrally located between the
middle and lower fields to improve access. New stairs will connect the
two fields and the concessions stand. Additionally, a new sidewalk will
connect the middle field to the playground and parking lot and improve
the circulation network of the park. The new building location will
minimize disturbance to existing trees and the site. Durable and longlasting materials such as concrete and Corten will form the building’s
exterior and minimize ongoing maintence requirements. Design is
ongoing with construction starting later this year. The facility is expected
to be open in time for the Avenues Baseball spring season in 2021.
For project renderings and more information, visit the Public Lands
website at https://www.slc.gov/parks/parks-division/lindsey-gardens/.
Email your comments to nancy.monteith@slcgov.com.
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Greater Avenues Community Wildfire
Preparedness Day - Saturday, May 2
As the weather begins warming up and neighbors turn their
attention outdoors, Salt Lake City Fire Department (SLCFD)
would like to encourage Avenues residents in and near our
Wildland Urban Interface areas to begin protecting their homes
from the risk of wild fires. You can help your home survive
wildfire on its own by creating a buffer to slow the spread of fire
and limit embers’ ability to ignite material.
SLCFD and your Greater Avenues Firewise Community
liaisons are taking steps to form an NFPA Firewise Community
in the Greater Avenues to help you learn about and prepare for
the wildland fire threat in your neighborhood. As a part of that
effort, several service divisions of Salt Lake City (including,
Sustainability and Public Utilities) have joined with the Utah
Department of Natural Resources - Division of Forestry, Fire
and State Lands (DNR-FFSL) to host a Community Wildfire
Preparedness Day on Saturday, May 2. On May 2, Greater
Avenues residents that are within the proposed Firewise
Community boundaries are encouraged to remove brush and
other natural fuels from the target zones around your home.
Households in this zone will be allowed to create a pile
of limbs and brush on the median area between the curb and
sidewalk that will then be collected and chipped by DNR-FFSL
in the days following the event. A pile will only be eligible for
removal if :
1- your residence is within the proposed Firewise Community
boundaries;
2- the size of the pile is equal to or less than the prescribed
size identified for the program, and you fill out an online form
reporting the number of hours and resources spent on removing
wild land fire fuels around your home.

Connect Care

FEEL LIKE
YOUR HEAD'S
GONNA POP?
TREAT COLD AND FLU RIGHT AWAY.

For as low as $10* you can skip the
line next time and speak to a provider
right from your phone.
Sign up today at IntermountainConnectCare.org, or
download the app.

*Depending on insurance

Please note that this program is a partnership between
Salt Lake City, Utah DNR-FFSL and the Greater Avenues
community and is not a part of Salt Lake City’s compost
program or Call 2 Haul bulk waste program. You will still be
eligible for your annual Call 2 Haul collection in addition to this
special fuel removal service.
To find out if your home falls within the proposed
Firewise Community boundaries and learn about chipper pile
restrictions, visit www.slcfire.com/Wildland and click on the
link “Community Wildfire Preparedness Day.” If you would
like an individual consultation on how best to improve your
home’s chances of surviving a wildland fire event, please e-mail
SLCWildlandFire@slcgov.com to request a free wildland
fire home assessment. If you have specific questions about
this event, please contact your Greater Avenues Firewise
Community Liaison, Shane Carlson, at (801) 596-3939.

Did you know that idling for just
10 seconds uses more gas than
stopping and restarting
the car’s engine?
Mayor's Office Update
All current in-person meetings are suspended, however we
are working daily to ensure the safety and concerns of the
community. Businesses being affected by COVID 19 response
should contact the Utah Department of Workforce Services:
https://jobs.utah.gov/covid19/index.html. Please call poison
control if you believe that you are infected or experiencing
symptoms such as high fever or cough: 801-587-0712.
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Please Remember:
No GACC Community
Meeting For
The Month Of April.
Visit www.slc-avenues.org
for the latest information.

Greater Avenues Community Council thanks LDS Hospital for their generous sponsorship of our activities.
We encourage your support of these events and businesses who give their support to the Greater Avenues Community Council.

MeaningFul education in
a great School coMMunity
Flexible scheduling
More choices
$4,000 scholarship for
every graduate

Grades 7-12

•

CaLL for a pErSonaL ToUr

801-596-8489

555 E. 200 S. Salt Lake City, UT 84102 • cityacademyslc.org

Fences & Sprinklers
Kyle Kesler (801) 368-2191

Builds Cedar Fences Repairs All Issues With Lawn Irrigation

CITY VIEW MEMORIAM
Receptions, Funerals & Burial Sites
Elegant • Service • Value

SPECIAL RATES FOR
OUR AVENUES NEIGHBORS!
1001 E. 11th Ave. • 801-363-7065
cityviewmemoriam.com

Local Businesses: Our circulation is just
under 9,000 monthly. You can reach every
home in the Avenues with an ad in this space
at very reasonable rates.
Info: treasurer@slc-avenues.org

