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Chair's Message for February
by Dave Alderman
At our February meeting, we’ll
have representatives from Public
Utilities present to us about a
couple of projects that they’ve been
working on. The 4th Avenue well
project has been in discussions for a couple of years
and is now in the actual construction phase. On the
other side of the Avenues, a water pumphouse on U
Street at 5th Avenue is now planned for an upgrade.
These projects and others have me thinking lately
about what it takes to make a city ‘work’. By work
I don’t mean jobs or employment but the things that
make a city livable – the ability to turn on the tap
and get clean water or have the trash hauled away on
schedule. There’s the physical infrastructure of pipes
and roads and wires; the employees and contractors
that keep all that infrastructure working and are
planning for what will be needed next year or next
decade; and us, the people that live and work in the
city.
The physical infrastructure is impressive, even
for a city the size of Salt Lake City. For example,
there are over 600 miles of roads within the city.
There are 346 miles of storm drains and 660 miles
of sewer and collection pipe that most of us would
prefer not to think about. The Waste and Recycling
Division emptied 4.7 million curbside bins last year
and collected approx. 70,000 tons of material. Almost
40% was diverted from the landfill to recycling and
composting.
Those 600 miles of roads mean a lot of potholes to
repair and snow to remove (maybe not so much this
year). Salt Lake City employs somewhere around
3000 employees. But it’s not all operations and
maintenance. There are also city employees planning
for the future and to make the city a more livable
place. And it takes a lot of people to keep us safe. The
Fire Department’s 350 employees responded to over

GACC February 3rd
Virtual Meeting
7:00 to 7:05 Welcome, Announcements.
7:06 to 7:45 Reports: Fire, Library, Police, City, 		
County, School Board, Legislative.
7:46 to 7:55 2020 GACC Financials - Michael Hughes,
GACC Treasurer.
7:56 to 8:05 Funding Request for Friends of the 		
Cemetery - Jenny Hewson, SLC Parks,
Natural Spaces and Trails Advisory 		
Board.
8:06 to 8:20 5th Avenue Pump House – Dawn Wagner,
SLC Public Utilities.
8:21 to 8:40 4th Avenue Well – Cindy Gubler, SLC 		
Public Utilities.
8:41 to 8:45 Open Forum.
8:46 to 9:00 Adjourn.

Details will be posted at the GACC
website https://slc-avenues.org/.
The password and meeting ID will be posted at
https://slc-avenues.org/ at 5 p.m.
the day of the 7 p.m. meeting.

30,000 individual calls. And at the end of 2019, we
had 542 police officers and over 100 civilians working
in SLC PD.
And of course, each of us has a role to play. First
as an ‘end user’ (sort the recycling, don’t pour things
down the storm drain) but also as ‘management.’ After
all, our votes select the city council and mayor and
our taxes pay for the infrastructure and the salaries
of the city employees. Volunteer for one of the many
Boards that advise the City Departments. Stay current
with the issues that the Mayor and City Council are
working on. Let your City Council representative
know when you disagree with something and just
as importantly let them know when you support
something. And lastly, a word in support of our local
community council, where you can hear from City
and State representatives about issues that impact our
neighborhood and city. Hope to see you at our the next
meeting.
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ask staff questions. The library's Island is open Fridays from 4-6pm. Our
Friend Code is SW-6225-7649-2110.

Teen Squad - School Year Edition is a teen volunteer opportunity for
students to learn about library work behind the scenes, accomplish needed
volunteer hours, and pursue a library-related project of their own choosing
If you have questions please contact GACC Chair
Dave Alderman at gaccchair@slc-avenues.org. All are welcome! during the school year. Unlike our summer program, there is no collective
start and end date. Teens can apply at any time between October 1st and
GACC Council Virtual Meeting
March 31st and will have up to six weeks to complete their project and any
GACC Virtual Meeting will be on February 3rd at 7 p.m. Details needed volunteer hours. Volunteers will be matched with a teen librarian
who will meet with them virtually on a regular basis to help develop
will be posted at the GACC website https://slc-avenues.org/.
their project and a timeline for meeting their goals. Completed volunteer
The password and meeting ID will be posted at
projects should complement City Library services and materials, support
https://slc-avenues.org/ at 5 p.m. the day of the meeting.
the Library's mission, and be accessible to library patrons.

Community Meetings

GACC Board Virtual Meeting

GACC Board Virtual Meeting will be on February 10th at 7
p.m. If you wish to participate, send a message to the chair Dave
Alderman at gaccchair@slc-avenues.org.

Community Life / Resources / Free Stuff!
Sweet Branch Library, 455 F Street, 801-594-8651,
www.slcpl.org/branches/view/Corinne+and+Jack+Sweet.
The Library Express Service has paused! Holds-to-Go, Take & Makes
for ALL ages, and printing-to-go services are available Monday Saturday from noon to 5:45pm.
Kids Calendar
Look for storytimes, book reviews, as well as other activities on
Biblioboard! It is a platform SLCPL is using for online programming
and is found on the City Library website slcpl.org.
Storytimes online slcpl.org/virtual-storytime.
Online Book review slcpl.org/favorite-reads.
Online Creative corner slcpl.org/creative-corner.
Check out Book Bundles! Sweet Library is offering 4-5 books
bundled together in categories of picture books, beginning readers,
informational, and graphic novels for quick check-out.
Teen Calendar
Tween LGBTQ+ Book Club, Feb 16th 4:30. This book club is an
inclusive, safe, monthly hangout for LGBTQ+ tweens and tween allies.
We will choose books about characters who identify as LGBTQ+,
play games, write, and have conversations. We will meet on the Third
Tuesday of the month. For Tweens ages 10-12. Zoom Link and current
book selection available at slcpl.org or the library’s Facebook page.
Teen Book Club, Sat, Feb 13th 2-3pm. Sweet Teen Squad member
Kamryn will lead a discussion on The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas to
celebrate Black History Month. Zoom link for the event can be found at
https://slcplteens.weebly.com/.
Animal Crossing with the City Library, Fridays 4-6. The library hosts
virtual event hours for library patrons that play the game to come visit
and interact with our library in a digital space. Visitors can explore
the island and our virtual library building, use our "Makerspace," and
The Agenda
Publisher's Statement
The monthly Greater Avenues Community Council newsletter "The Agenda"
is mailed free to all residences in the Avenues. This publication is created
to conduct the business of the Greater Avenues Community Council. Mail
correspondence to P.O. Box 1679, Salt Lake City, UT 84110. For advertising
call 801-859-5858 or email newsletter@slc-avenues.org.
GACC 2021 Officers and Publisher Contacts:
Chair: Dave Alderman, gaccchair@slc-avenues.org.
Chair-elect: Gwen Springmeyer gaccchairelect@slc-avenues.org.
Treasurer: Michael Hughes, gacctreasurer@slc-avenues.org.
Secretary: Dianne Leonard, gaccsecretary@slc-avenues.org.
Newsletter Editor: Martina Nesi, newsletter@slc-avenues.org.
The GACC web page is www.slc-avenues.org.

Adult Calendar
Sweet Reads - Get to know some of the faces from your neighborhood and
read a variety of books from all sorts of genres. This book club will meet
virtually on Zoom, on the fourth Tuesday of each month. In February,
we’ll be reading In the Woods by Tana French. Please email Jen Scott at
jscott@slcpl.org if you would like to join!
Take and Makes Drop by the Sweet Library to pick up a craft kit that you
can take home and complete! All of the materials needed for the craft are
included, and we will have a new craft at the beginning of each month.
The February craft is a Valentine’s Day bunting. While supplies last.
Neighborhood Avenues Exercise Class, Federal Heights
Ward Building, 278 North Alta Street, East Entrance.
Mondays and Wednesdays, 8:30 a.m. to 9:40 a.m. FREE!
Everyone Welcome! Questions?
Jan Root, 801-455-2082, janroot@xmission.com.
City Academy, 555 E. 200 S., www.cityacademyslc.org.
Are you tired of the same-old, same old-school? A wide
range of options for learning in class, online, at local colleges
and in our city. Smaller classes and flexible scheduling.
Check us out at cityacademyslc.org or call 801-596-8489.
Tenth East Senior Center. Utahns 70 and older: Under the State of Utah’s
latest vaccine distribution plan (revised January 8), Utahns 70 and older
become eligible for the COVID vaccine on January 18. Call the Salt Lake
County Health Department at 385.468.4100 to schedule an appointment.
Appointments will be based on the availability of doses; the Health
Department will not schedule appointments for vaccine doses that it does
not have. Please check the website for updated info: https://slco.org/
health/COVID-19/vaccine/
Welcome to 2021! After the challenges of the last year, recharging our
batteries or internal energy seems more essential than ever. Take a moment
to evaluate your actions. Do they help you build energy? If not, give
yourself a gift by changing your actions so they can recharge your battery.
Move. Breathe. Live. For more on this subject, or to find caregiver
support near you, visit the resource tab on slco.org/caregiver or call
385.468.3280.
Lunch is served Monday-Friday from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm through drivethru at 237 S 600 E. Enter on the north driveway.

Avenues Scouts Registering New Youth

Long-time Avenues Scout Troop 34 and Cub Pack 3034 are registering
new youth. We are an all-denomination youth group active for over
100 years with a great tradition of camping, outdoor activities, rank
advacement and community service. Troop 34 is for ages 11 to 17 and
meets Wednesday nights from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at First Presbyterian church
on C Street at South Temple. Cub Pack 3034 is for kindergarten through
5th grade and meets Tuesday nights from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Adult leaders
are needed for the Cub Pack also. Girls, if you like being in the outdoors
and enjoying outdoors activities like camping, hiking, canoeing, etc., we
have something for you. We are looking to start up a girls Troop. Please
contact Dan Zaharias at DanZaharias@gmail.com or call 801-8086683.
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We All Breathe This Air

					

On January 7, 2016, I woke up to this scene out my front window. This “lake” was one of our winter inversions that
had settled during the night. You can see the west part of the University of Utah football stadium seating and broadcasting
facility poking above the “lake” looking like a floating cargo ship. The trees “on the shore” are the trees in the City
Cemetery along 11th Avenue. Within a few days the “lake” rose above our house so we looked directly into the ugly gray
world of the inversion. When an inversion has been around for several days we often get hoar frost developing on fences,
rocks and plants. The frost is super delicate and can be quite beautiful. However, that’s the only nice thing about an
inversion. The longer the inversion hangs around the dirtier the air becomes, the harder it is to see to drive, and the more
dangerous it is for us to breathe.
Last month, Ashley Miller who is the executive director of Breathe Utah was at our GACC general meeting. As I listened
to her I wanted to learn more. They have two areas of focus: (1) Empowering Each Other Through Education and (2)
Working for Smart Policies -- they lobby our legislature to do more to clean the air we breathe.
Their education focus is mostly for K-12. They run workshops for teachers who have solid science and exciting ways to
teach their students. Ashley mentioned that they have a couple videos. They are available online so I took a look. They have
one called Driving Out Air Pollution that is shown in drivers’ education classes. It is 5 minutes of engaging facts and ways
we can reduce air pollution while still using our cars. The second one, called Know When to Burn, is just under 2 minutes.
This time of year a crackling wood fire looks, feels and sounds warm and cozy, but did you know that the energy released
in a one-hour-long wood fire is equal to the energy released in that same one hour by 90 cars or 3,000 natural gas furnaces.
If you decide to light a fire in the fireplace at the beginning of an inversion, just think of all the dirt that is going into the
air we breathe. We can’t get rid of that dirt until we get a storm coming into the valley to blow away it into someone else’s
valley. Did you really think it just disappeared into the wind? It has to go somewhere. Remember the wildfire smoke we
receive all the way from California?
Take 9 minutes and go to https://www.breatheutah.org/education, look at the box on the right side of the page (or
scroll down if you are on your phone) and click on the drivers’ education video and then Know When to Burn. You’ll learn
something and be glad you did. Remember, we all breathe this same air.
												
												

December Bird Count at Salt Lake City Cemetery

by Jill Van Langeveld

The Salt Lake City Cemetery was part of the 121st annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count. Many volunteers participated
in the count on Saturday 19th December. Bird counts occurred at multiple locations in Utah between 14th December, 2020
and 5th January, 2021. Salt Lake City Cemetery’s bird count was led by Great Salt Lake Audubon. 115 bird species were
counted and over 46,800 individuals.
Birds counted at and near the Cemetery included 28 species and 593 individuals including California Quail, Cooper’s
and Red-tailed hawks, pigeons, doves, woodpeckers, kestrels, magpies, flickers, jays, starlings, robins, chickadee species,
cedar waxwings, solitaires, finch species, towhees, yellow-rumped warblers, juncos, and sparrow species.
Bird counts provide incredibly important data to help inform a number of metrics including overall bird health and
habitat quality, as well as assessing conservation measures. More information about the bird count in Utah is available at
https://wildlife.utah.gov/news/utah-wildlife-news/1088-birdwatching-annual-bird-count.html.
Remember the Cemetery is still closed to the public for safety reasons.
												
by Jenny Hewson
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2021 General Session of the 64th Legislature
The legislative session will run from January 19, 2021 to March
5, 2021. To limit the spread of Covid-19, the Capitol Complex
will be more restricted than normal. However, all meetings will be
held electronically using Zoom. Members of the public may attend
committee meetings using Zoom and provide comments on agenda
items. A computer or phone with internet access is required to
attend a Zoom meeting.
You can view the procedures and guidelines for remote public
comment and virtual meeting instructions at the Utah State
Legislature website – www.le.utah.gov. Because of the fluid nature
of the virus, it will be best to check for the latest procedures.
From the website, you can click on the calendar to see upcoming
meetings. If you wish to speak at one, it’s best to sign up ahead
of time. Click on the meeting and you will see a list of committee
members and staff. Click on the staff name and send an email
letting them know you wish to speak.
From the website, you can also check on specific legislation by
clicking on the Bills tab.
Representatives for the Greater Avenues are:
-Jen Dailey-Provost (jdprovost@le.utah.gov) for the House;
-Derek Kitchen (dkitchen@le.utah.gov) for the Senate.

				
					 by Dave Alderman

Avenues Street Fair 2021 Planning
Can you believe it? It’s that time of year to start planning the
Avenues Street Fair! We are hopeful that we will be able to hold
the street fair safely this year! We will start planning the Fair in
March. The first planning meeting will be on Zoom, please stay
tuned for details in the March newsletter.
It is a very big effort to put on the fair each year. I am very
grateful for all of those who give countless hours to bring the
street fair to life. We are always in need of volunteers to help plan
the fair. Your input matters so please consider joining us. Also,
we are looking for a “co” chair/chair elect. If you are interested in
planning or being the chair elect please contact me.
Daniel Gaffin- Avenues Street Fair Chair 2020- 801-550-1294
danielgaffin@gmail.com

February Food Drive
THANK YOU to our generous Avenues Community residents who donated to December's warm sock drive.
Thanks to Ali Barnes for coordinating this event. 2,103
pairs of socks were donated to local homeless shelters and
The Other Side Academy. Your generosity made a difference in many lives!
Let’s keep the giving going! There are so many in our
community who because of Covid and job losses are dealing with food insecurity, so we are holding a February nonperishable food drive. The most needed items are peanut
butter, canned meat, canned fruits and vegetables and pasta.
All donations will be taken to the Utah Food Bank and can
be dropped off on Ali Barnes' porch Feb 4 through Feb 20
at 373 5th Ave. Call Ali at 801-631-8084 with any questions.
Again, thank you so much for our Avenues generosity!
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Trees from 4th Avenue Well Site to be Repurposed
On December 22, a
contractor for Salt Lake
City Dept. of Public
Utilities removed three
trees at the well site on
4th Avenue and Canyon Road to make way
for the construction
of a new well house.
Salt Lake City Urban
Forestry supervised the
removal and along with
Dec. 22: A contractor removes
Salt Lake City Public
the largest tree, a Sycamore.
Utilities cooperated with
the non-profit Memory Grove Foundation to repurpose the
wood, which will available later this year.
The Foundation is seeking suggestions from educators,
artists, and other City programs for its reuse.
Please contact preserve@memorygrovefoundation.org
with suggestions or
inquiries about the
wood. The website
for the Foundation
should be available
in February, www.
memorygrovefoundation.org.

(photo credit: Craig Ogan).

				
Katie Pugh, artist-in-residence and new mom
on Canyon Road,
with the panels from one of
				
by Cindy Cromer
her art installations focusing
on the trees in City Creek Park.

New Police Community Liaison
Officer for the Greater Avenues
The Salt Lake City Police Department is reorganizing
how they provide resources to the local
community councils. As part of that
reorganization, the Greater Avenues
Community Council has a new
community liaison.
Our new liaison is Detective Robert
Norgaard. Bob was born and raised
in Salt Lake City and grew up in the
Rose Park area. After attending West
High School, he served four years in
the Army. He’s been with SLCPD since
2007 and has worked patrol on the west
side, downtown, and in the Ballpark area. He also served
over ten years with the SLCPD SWAT team.
On the personal side, he’s married with two handsome
sons.
Bob will be attending the monthly GACC meetings
where he’ll be able to discuss ongoing issues of concern to
the community. Bob can be reached at Robert.Norgaard@
slcgov.com.
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Traffic Lawn Signs Available

The Transportation Division has a limited number of lawn signs (shown below) for placement in residential lawns to
encourage drivers to slow down. Please contact them via email at lara.handwerker@slcgov.com if you would like to
request them for your use. Limited to 3 per household. During COVID-19, the Transportation offices are not open to the
public, so staff will attempt to deliver signs to those who have requested them once per week, as time permits.

Remember to Sign Up for the GACC Team Clear the Air Challenge
The Greater Avenues Community Council has registered as a team for the 2021 Clear the Air Challenge. The Clear
the Air Challenge, which begins February 1st, is a month-long competition that gives us the chance to reduce our
vehicle emissions. By driving less and driving smarter, we will ultimately help improve air quality, reduce traffic
congestion and conserve energy in Utah.
You can learn more at ClearTheAirChallenge.org. This site lets you track how much you reduce your driving by
carpooling, taking transit, walking, or skipping the trip altogether.
Use the link below to register as part of the GACC team and we can track how much our community has helped the
air quality in February.
https://travelwisetracker.com/s/greater-avenues-community.

Heart Month
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GACC February 3rd
Virtual Meeting!
Details will be posted at the GACC
website https://slc-avenues.org/.
The password and meeting ID will be posted at https://slc-avenues.org/ at 5 p.m. on
the day of the 7 p.m. meeting.

Important dated material. Please deliver in-home by January 31.

CITY VIEW MEMORIAM

36 years selling historic homes and groovy spaces of
local artists in the Aves and downtown.
Babs De Lay, BROKER/OWNER

Receptions, Funerals & Burial Sites
Elegant • Service • Value

•

caring teachers.
SPECIAL RATES FOR
OUR AVENUES NEIGHBORS!
personal
1001 E. 11th Ave. • 801-363-7065
and flexible.
cityviewmemoriam.com
Enjoy Learning Again!

city academy

801-201-8824

DESIGN

BUILD

Enrolling now gradEs 7 – 12

www.cityacademySLC.org • 801-596-8489

Fences & Sprinklers
Kyle Kesler (801) 368-2191

Builds Cedar Fences Repairs All Issues With Lawn Irrigation

Capitol Hill Construction
RESTORING & REMODELING
THE GREATER AVENUES
533.0204

●

caphillcon.com

We encourage your support of these events
and businesses who give their support to the
Greater Avenues Community Council.
Greater Avenues Community Council thanks LDS Hospital for their generous sponsorship of our activities.
Local Businesses: Our circulation is just under 9,000 monthly. You can reach every home in the Avenues
with an ad in this space at very reasonable rates. Info: treasurer@slc-avenues.org.

